
NORTHFIELD PRIMARY NORTHFIELD PRIMARY 
FromFrom

Pandemonium to PeacePandemonium to Peace

Sharon Broadbent, PrincipalSharon Broadbent, Principal

Lee Scaife, School CounsellorLee Scaife, School Counsellor

Jenny Rossiter, TeacherJenny Rossiter, Teacher



DemographicsDemographics
�� Complex Disadvantage Complex Disadvantage 

�� Poverty, 38 Cultures, 15% AboriginalPoverty, 38 Cultures, 15% Aboriginal

�� Changing socioeconomicsChanging socioeconomics

AchievementsAchievements
�� Academic improvementAcademic improvement

�� Culture of Continuous ImprovementCulture of Continuous Improvement



Commitment to Whole Commitment to Whole 
School ChangeSchool Change

�� Leadership and staff vision & stability Leadership and staff vision & stability 

�� Optimistic Team CultureOptimistic Team Culture

�� Learning FocussedLearning Focussed

�� Emphasis on Social Justice and Public PurposeEmphasis on Social Justice and Public Purpose

�� Strong Sense of Shared Leadership and OwnershipStrong Sense of Shared Leadership and Ownership

�� Developing ReputationDeveloping Reputation



Developing a culture of active     Developing a culture of active     
tolerance and protolerance and pro --peacepeace



Be a PeacemakerBe a Peacemaker



Speak KindlySpeak Kindly

Peace CodePeace Code

Turn Things AroundTurn Things Around



Do The Right Do The Right 
ThingThing

Find HelpFind Help

Peace CodePeace Code



Be BraveBe Brave

Peace CodePeace Code

Care For Myself and Care For Myself and 
OthersOthers



Pathways to peacePathways to peace
Stage OneStage One
Introduction of messagesIntroduction of messages
�� A whole school coordinated approachA whole school coordinated approach

Stage Two Stage Two 
Immersing peace as a common and respected valueImmersing peace as a common and respected value
�� Immersion in  classroom curriculum and cultureImmersion in  classroom curriculum and culture

Stage Three  Stage Three  
EmbeddingEmbedding
�� Infecting the schoolInfecting the school--local community, Harmony day, local community, Harmony day, 

celebrations, as a curriculum theme, as an art project, as cultucelebrations, as a curriculum theme, as an art project, as culturere

Stage fourStage four
�� World peaceWorld peace



Embedding in curriculum Embedding in curriculum 
and  school cultureand  school culture
CurriculumCurriculum
�� Peace code messages in storyPeace code messages in story--

writing, daily journalswriting, daily journals

�� Peace code references in health Peace code references in health 
projectsprojects

�� Peace code focus in poetryPeace code focus in poetry

�� Peace code rapPeace code rap

�� Peace songsPeace songs

�� Peace code linking directly with Peace code linking directly with 
child protectionchild protection

�� Peace code references in Peace code references in 
student voice, student voice, eg eg play for peaceplay for peace

School CultureSchool Culture
�� Used in children’s everyday Used in children’s everyday 

vocab vocab eg eg you’re not speaking you’re not speaking 
kindlykindly

�� Teacher’s use the dialogue Teacher’s use the dialogue 
when counsellingwhen counselling

�� Visually through large signage Visually through large signage 
and each classroomand each classroom

�� Students wear Peace code Students wear Peace code 
badgesbadges

�� Assembly items reflect peace Assembly items reflect peace 
code messagescode messages



ProPro --active strategiesactive strategies

Post 2006Post 2006
�� Student relationship issues down to approx one Student relationship issues down to approx one 

incident or less per day (2004 average 10 per incident or less per day (2004 average 10 per 
day)day)

�� Student issues minimised and focus returned on Student issues minimised and focus returned on 
learninglearning-- increased engagement less time in increased engagement less time in 
behaviour streambehaviour stream

�� Reputation and public image of school raised.Reputation and public image of school raised.



Peace is a living conceptPeace is a living concept
Reasons for successReasons for success
�� Whole school approachWhole school approach
�� Common dialogueCommon dialogue
�� Common values respected and understood Common values respected and understood 

transcending culturetranscending culture
�� Regularly lived, practised and celebratedRegularly lived, practised and celebrated
�� Peace is orderPeace is order
�� Learning is enjoyable in a peaceful culture, risks Learning is enjoyable in a peaceful culture, risks 

about curriculum and culture can be taken with a about curriculum and culture can be taken with a 
common learning focuscommon learning focus

�� Peace encourages parents into the school with Peace encourages parents into the school with 
confidenceconfidence



Stoll et al. (2003) recommends eight characteristics students Stoll et al. (2003) recommends eight characteristics students 
require in order to constructively manage with global changes. require in order to constructively manage with global changes. 

Global CitizenshipGlobal Citizenship



1.1. Looking at problems in a Looking at problems in a 
global contextglobal context

2.2. Working cooperatively and Working cooperatively and 
responsiblyresponsibly

3.3. Accepting cultural Accepting cultural 
differencesdifferences

4.4. Thinking in a critical and Thinking in a critical and 
systemic waysystemic way



8.8. Participating in politicsParticipating in politics

5.5. Solving conflicts nonSolving conflicts non--
violentlyviolently

6.6. Changing lifestyles to Changing lifestyles to 
protect the environmentprotect the environment

7.7. Defending human rightsDefending human rights



Northfield Soccer teamNorthfield Soccer team
What a peaceful culture bringsWhat a peaceful culture brings

�� Lost every match 3 years in a rowLost every match 3 years in a row
�� Highest loss 42Highest loss 42--00
�� Scored a goal once and the team went crazyScored a goal once and the team went crazy
�� Other teams quite often show compassion (let them have a shot atOther teams quite often show compassion (let them have a shot at goal)goal)
�� Comprised of Vietnamese, Cambodian, German, Russian, Sikh twins,Comprised of Vietnamese, Cambodian, German, Russian, Sikh twins, aboriginal aboriginal 

female, Greek, Iraqi female wearing a headscarf and anfemale, Greek, Iraqi female wearing a headscarf and an aussieaussie..
�� Team regularly train at lunch most have no boots, shorts, or anyTeam regularly train at lunch most have no boots, shorts, or any soccer gear soccer gear 

and only one of the team had actually seen a soccer stadiumand only one of the team had actually seen a soccer stadium
�� TV and newspapers pick up the story and team invited to local soTV and newspapers pick up the story and team invited to local soccer stadiumccer stadium
�� TV station pay for new strips, boots for whole teamTV station pay for new strips, boots for whole team



OUR JOURNEY TO BECOMING A OUR JOURNEY TO BECOMING A 
Save the ChildrenSave the Children

UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL PEACE SCHOOLUNITED NATIONS GLOBAL PEACE SCHOOL

Northfield Primary SchoolNorthfield Primary School



Play For PeacePlay For Peace

�� Musa “ I want to help Musa “ I want to help 
the children. They are the children. They are 
just like me. I know just like me. I know 
what it is like to lose what it is like to lose 
my parents, and to my parents, and to 
lose everything.”lose everything.”

�� OrganisedOrganised a a 
fundraising soccer fundraising soccer 
game at schoolgame at school

�� Met with Federal Met with Federal 
Parliament Parliament 
representativesrepresentatives

�� Voice of all the Voice of all the 
children who are children who are 
unable to be heardunable to be heard

With rights comes responsibilities.With rights comes responsibilities.



What Was Already Happening?What Was Already Happening?

� Pathways to Peace 
Program

� Wakakirri “Peace 
Rocks” 

� Harmony Day 
celebrations

� Peace Garden
� Environment Group
� Global Leadership 

convention



Child Rights CurriculumChild Rights Curriculum

�� Whole school Whole school 
commitmentcommitment

�� Taught through Taught through 
SOSE and ICT SOSE and ICT 
crosscross--curriculumcurriculum

�� UN Convention of UN Convention of 
RightsRights

�� Differentiated Differentiated 
curriculum curriculum ––
developmentally age developmentally age 
appropriateappropriate



PeacePeace

�� Peace with Ourselves Peace with Ourselves 

�� Peace with Each OtherPeace with Each Other

�� Peace with the Peace with the 
EnvironmentEnvironment

Delivering hand made “peace Delivering hand made “peace 
cards” in our neighbourhood.cards” in our neighbourhood.



SCASCA
United NationsUnited Nations

GLOBAL PEACE SCHOOL CEREMONYGLOBAL PEACE SCHOOL CEREMONY

�� Held on March 19Held on March 19thth

20082008

�� Global Peace School Global Peace School 
Ceremony and raising Ceremony and raising 
of the flagof the flag

�� Ceremony followed by Ceremony followed by 
Harmony Day Harmony Day 
celebrations and celebrations and 
multicultural shared multicultural shared 
lunchlunch



Symbol of PeaceSymbol of Peace

�� Parent worked alongside UN Parent worked alongside UN 
peacekeepers in Afghanistanpeacekeepers in Afghanistan

�� Peace is everyone’s Peace is everyone’s 
responsibilityresponsibility

�� Begins here with the children, Begins here with the children, 
immediate relationships, at immediate relationships, at 
home, at school and in the home, at school and in the 
communitycommunity



FutureFuture
�� Pathways to Peace Pathways to Peace 

ProgramProgram

�� Child Rights Child Rights 
curriculumcurriculum

�� Continue to Continue to 
encourage an action encourage an action 
orientation around orientation around 
peace.peace.

�� Continue to liaise Continue to liaise 
with Save the with Save the 
ChildrenChildren


