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Historical views of childhood
Children as little adults in art and literature
Children working in mines, chimneys and 
factories
Children excluded from participation

children should be seen and not heard

Return to view of children as little adults 
growing sexualisation of children
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Conflicting understanding of role of 
environment and genetic endowment on 
children s development



Give me a dozen healthy infants, well-formed, 
and my own specified world to bring them up in 
and I ll guarantee you to take any one at random 
and train him to become any type of specialist I 
might select doctor, lawyer, artist, merchant, 
chief and, yes, even beggarman and thief, 
regardless of his talents, penchants, tendencies, 
abilities, vocations, and race of his ancestors.

» Watson, 1925



It is doubtful whether the basic 
temperamental qualities can be 
measurably altered by environmental 
influence.  Training and  hygiene may 
exert a very palpable and important 
influence on the organisation of the 
personality without necessarily altering the 
underlying nature or habitus.

» Gesell, 1928
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Freud stages of development
Erikson challenges of successful 
development
Maslow drivers of development
Bowlby and Ainsworth - attachment
Piaget children think differently to adults
Chess and Thomas temperament and 
goodness of fit

Bronfenbrenner ecology of human 
development
Vygotsky - constructivism




